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Eka SI‘ imu1yani (Lecturer, Islamic University of Ar-Raniry)

Sexual Violence against Children in Aceh: Researching backgrounds and
exploring local value to reconstruct 'new'socio-cultural mechanisms of child protection

The sexual violence cases against children in Acehnese society has currently increased. The
offenders mostly came from [male] immediate family, close relative, their teachers and close neighbors
of the victims. This occurred in a society that value family, kinship and social relationship highly.
Although there have been some laws, both national and local law or bylaws passed by the government in
the framework of child protection, apparently, the legal mechanism does not work well. Therefore, a
non-formal socio-cultural mechanism is in a need. This concept can be reconstructed from the local
values and wisdom has already rooted in the given society.

Violence means abuse or misuse of power. It also means using the physical power, thread or
action for her/his self, other individual and group or community which cause hostilities, traumatic, death,
psychological loss, abnormality and rights abuses. KPAI (Indonesian national commission for Children
Protection) said that year 2014 is an emergency year of sexual violence against children. A number of
sexual violence cases being reported in a number of areas. The Indonesian national and local social media
published a number of sexual violence case against children almost every day in printed and on line
media. The cases in Aceh also increasingly emerged, the local government through the office of women
and children protection has concerned much on the current increasing cases. Sexual violence is an
unwanted sexual contact or others which also followed by physical and psychological thread. The sexual
violence category are usually referred as familial abuse, and extra familial abuse.

Media and technology are among the factors that most of informant including key person
interviewed referred as the sources of the violence. Nevertheless, it is too simplistic just to blame the
media and current technology innovations. This crime is complicated, and intersected with a number of
factors and background. It also engaged a number factors, both from the person, the family, society,
even the state. The pedophilia, less protection of a family, teenagers love relationship, and some
incidental chance are among those behind the causes of the violence.

For the socio-cultural protection, most of the informants interviewed agreed it also transferred
and built from religious values and education that emphasize on child protection. While, at the same time,
some efforts to establish a serious social protection, the so called of “pageu gampong” (village social
fence/protection) is also encouraged and implemented to assist another layer of protection apart from
the family. For some, this is also part of the ‘cultural dignity’ . Nevertheless, this has to be kept on its
right way, or otherwise it could
be also a way to humiliate the

innocent victims, something
against what is expected.
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Yan] un Cal Urban and Regional Planning, University of Hawaii at Manoa)

Photovoice for Vulnerability:
Disaster adaptation in Central Philippines

This participatory action research is the first Photovoice exploration to collect new ethnographic
data and generate innovative community-based governance for disaster adaption. The project (1)
explores disaster risks and capacities for adaptation through the lens of a marginalized population and (2)
investigates the effectiveness of Photovoice as an empowerment tool as well as the transformative
epistemology for resilient disaster governance in the Philippines. The Philippines has faced frequent and
devastating typhoons and raging floods, especially in the past few years, which have killed thousands and
destroyed millions of homes, businesses, as well as vital marine habitats. During winter of 2013, Typhoon
Haiyan, known in the Philippines as Typhoon Yolanda, as one of the largest storms in recorded history
ravaged the Philippines and is the nation’ s all-time deadliest storm. Facing disasters, the vulnerable, such
as women, whose voices are largely absent in academia and decision-making, are exposed to higher risks
whereas their adaptive capacities have been overlooked. Through an empowering Photovoice approach,
this project reveals disaster risks and capacity building to a resilient disaster governance. During a
two-year period, the project provides disadvantaged community members with digital cameras (through
smart phones) and fundamental training, facilitates them to cultivate narratives and social media
networks, and encourages communities to develop efficient mechanisms for disaster preparedness,
mitigation, and recovery. Linking the common practice of Photovoice with new media, the participatory
youth, women, Deaf, and low-income populations have utilized distributed smart phones and conducted
climate adaptation through interactive governance on a Facebook group and offline outreach programs.
This research demonstrates the opportunities and limitations of Photovoice application for community
resilience building. Addressing the adaptive perspectives of disadvantaged households illustrates the
place-based vulnerability, improving the linkage between vulnerability research and adaptation
decision-making.

This research provides an alternative understanding of the long-standing paradigm that considers
vulnerability the key to engaging with resiliency studies. Adopting a participatory action-oriented, rather
than a statistics-driven, strategy shows that the quantitative focus on vulnerability has left the relevant
risk and capacity factors under-studied. This approach brings the grounded perspectives of risk back into
the analysis, opening a new direction for an empirical study of climate adaptation in context. This research
further reflects the critical role of entrepreneurship for community resilience building, which has been
seldom emphasized by planning practitioners and scholars. It also provides a larger context for the
intersection between environmental education and governance in the era of social media.
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Wllllam Allen on Migration, Policy, and Society, University of Oxford)

Big Data, Big Visions: Challenges and opportunities
for British civil society engagement with data-driven research

Across business, higher education, policy, and media, the term ‘Big Data’ has become a
buzzword. It promises a great deal: better decisionmaking, more insight into complicated issues,
new ways of seeing the world in which we live. But, as with any trend that makes great promises,
it s important to critically engage not only with the phenomenon itself, but also with what it claims to
do—and for whom. What kind of world is being created as data of all sorts and sizes become central

to the ways that people live, work, and perceive?

The project Big Data, Big Visions aimed to understand the roles that data—including but not
limited to information generated through research—play in civil society contexts. Civil society
refers to voluntary, non-governmental, or community-based associations that lie outside the public
or private sectors. As a result, sometimes this is called the ‘third sector’ . In many countries, civil
societies are increasingly diverse and engaged in a range of causes or activities that involve
communicating data, information, and evidence. Campaigning, advocacy, lobbying,
awareness-building: all of these tasks can, to different extents, use knowledge for different
purposes. Yet, despite their importance in society, it’ s not well-understood how these kinds of

organisations do that.

By interviewing key staffmembers of UK-based civil society organisations working on social
welfare and migration issues, as well as analysing these organisations’ published documents, this
project aimed to find out how Big Data and research evidence appeared in their everyday work—as

well as why. It had four sets of findings: (1) that Big Data and use of large-scale datasets were not

so prevalent in their activities or published work; (2)
that a range of factors relating to individuals,
organisations, the civil society sector, and the
specific issues at hand influenced how these civil
society groups thought about data and evidence;
(3) there are important lessons for researchers and
civil society groups as they engage with one
another; and (4) ethics and values are vital to
consider as part of the story of how data are
currently used in public life—as well as how they will

be used in the future.
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