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Historical Inner City Map of Kurashiki

Historical Inner City of Kurashiki Created by / Hitoshi NARIKIYO
has been extended gradually with times.
Historical streets, waterways, and buildings
of each era have shaped the
multilayered historical urban space.

This map is the overlay map
that represents the historic district
formed in each era.
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Kurashiki was island It was reclaimed gradually, and With the opening of railway station Cultural and medical facilities were
in the shallow waters the city of canal has been formed. and the establishment of established. And residential development
on the edge of the Seto Inland Sea. Kurashiki was developed Kurashiki Boseki Ltd. (spinning company), has taken place in the suburban area
as a distribution center of goods. urban facilities were modernized. adjacent to the existing urban area.




“What is the Urban Identity of Kurashiki ?” Kurashikimaps.jp

Urban Heritage Preservation

The national government has
placed “Kurashiki Bikan
Historical Quarter” , the urban
core, on its list of “Important
Preservation District for
Groups of Historic Buildings”
in 1979.

Unfortunately, in recent years,
because of difficulties
maintaining original
architecture, vacant houses
and parking lots are
increasing. Many citizens are
afraid of losing traditional
Japanese style townhouses,
Machiya, and also the culture

itself.
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The Bird’s Eye View of Kurashiki 1963(left) / 2005(right)
lllustrated by / Naoki OKAMOTO

Kurashiki and the Sea Level

Shallow sea has spread
around the Kurashiki until the
late Middle Ages. "Tsurugata
Mountain" that is located in the
center of Kurashiki was once
an island. Therefore, the
elevation of Kurashiki is low
today. It is about 3 ~ 4m above
sea level.

If you look at the aerial photo
of 1947, it can be seen that
Kurashiki and the
surroundings were once in the

sea.

Elevation gradient tints diagram 1947 aerial photo
created from a high-precision digital elevation data owned by / Geospatial Information Authority of Japan

Source / Geospatial Information Authority of Japan
Created by / Hitoshi NARIKIYO

O ld Maps owned by / Kurashiki City Government Office (the archives of the ono family) and Geospatial Information Authority of Japan

Late Middle Ages / ca.1500

This work is the result of the “Kurashikimaps Project” (2010-2013).

Edo Era/ 1705

Office : 1-21, Higashi-machi,Kurashiki City, Okayama Pref.,Japan 710-0053

project leader : Hitoshi NARIKIYO / Dr.Eng. / Director, NPO Kurashiki Machiya Trust T NPO Kurashiki Machiya Trust Tel : 81(Japan)-80-5232-6462 | Fax : 81(Japan)-86-451-8693

supported by : the Toyota Foundation and the Fukutake Education and culture Fundation

kurashiki-machiya-trust.jp Mail : info@kurashiki-machiya-trust.jp



What is the Urban ldentity of Kurashiki?
How to inherit the “Kurashiki Heritage” in a better way

The “Kurashikimaps Project” was established in 2010. This project focuses the

question upon “What is the Urban Identitiy of Kurashiki?” . We aims to inherit the Visualization
urban culture through the activities of preservation and utilization of urban heritage.

There are complex problems in Kurashiki, between livings and tourism, and of
economic activity and cultural heritage preservation. The issue is the rapid Urban |dentity
disappearance of traditional urban assets, particularly in the surrounding area of the
preservation district. Here, we have a problem consciousness that the urban v

heritage of the historical inner city is not treated as urban assets enough. Therefore,

we have tried exploring urban identity and understanding the characteristic of
historical urban space. In addition, we have also aimed at bringing up next
generation through the educational activities of the urban identity. We are working
on both “Visualization of Urban Identity” and “ Sharing Urban Identity Across
Generations” , as the important basis for the sustainable development of the
historical inner city.

As a part of the “Light the Town” project

NPO Kurashiki Machiya Trust was established in 2006 to preserve traditional culture and lifestyle. With the slogan “Light the

Town”

, we are aiming at re-living of “Machiya” (a small traditional Japanese townhouse) in the historical inner city of Kurashiki.

The “Kurashikimaps Project” is positioned as a part of the “Light the Town” project.

The “Light the Town” project

. Visitors “Light the Town ” (Stay and Interaction)

. Settlers “Light the Town” (Settlement)

. Businesses and shops “Light the Town” (Economic Activity)

. Signs and the porch lamps “Light the Town” (Safety and Secturity)

. Traditional events “Light the Town” (Traditional Culture Inheritance)
. Events “Light the Town” (Liveliness) Rice Cake Festa
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as a memorial to the inscription

. “Light the Town” ecologically (Environmental Considerations) of the “Heritage for the Future” .
. “Light the Town” in prayers (Support to the Great East Japan Earthquake)
. Issuing leaflets, “Kurashiki Techo” (Transmission of information)

10. Kurashikimaps Project “Light the Town” (Visualization of Urban Identity and Sharing it Across Generations)

This “Light the Town” project was inscribed to the “Heritage for the Future Project List” by the National Federation of UNESCO

Association in Japan (NFUAJ) in January 2014 . In 2009 the NFUAJ launched a movement called “Heritage for the Future (Mirai Isan)” in

order to preserve our local curtural and natural heritage and to pass them down to future generations. iﬁ" Mirai Isan

TIFIN



Visualization of Urban ldentity

First, we investigated old maps and old pictures, and reconstructed precise plans of Kurashiki of that time. Furthermore, we
produced illustrated maps of restoration, and released the iPhone/iPad app “Kurashikimaps” .

1st Phase

Investigating
Old Maps and Old Pictures

AT

1966 town planning map Old Picture, filmed by Rentaro UCHIDA

owned by / Kurashiki City Government Office owned by / Kurashiki City Government Office
(Approval number May 13,2014 #5% 329 2)
2nd Phase :

Reconstructing
Precise Maps
of the City of that time

3rd Phase
Producing
lllustrated Maps of restoration

Illustrated Maps of restoration
illustrated by Misato UMEDA, supervised by Hitoshi NARIKIYO

~

4th Phase
Releasing
the iPhonel/iPad app “Kurashikimaps”

iPhoneliPad app “Kurashikimaps”
planned by Hitoshi NARIKIYO, developed by 2843

Sharing Urban Identity Across Generations

We have utilized this for the event to walk historical inner city. That event has participants of both young and old, and it is an
opportunity for dialogue across generations. In doing so, we are trying to raise the successor of urban heritage of the future.

R
the event to walk historical inner city “Kurashikimaps Project” Exhibiton, 21-24 Mar. 2013 @ Kurashiki City Museum

“Light the Town” - Living in the “Machiya”

NPO Kurashiki Machiya Trust renovated an 80-year-old house and turned it into a guesthouse, “Onsaka noie” . It provides
accommodation for visitors who want to experience lifestyles in Machiya. We encourage people to live in the “Machiya” .

A |
e s 544 =
A Machiya guesthouse “Onsaka no ie” A NPO Kurashiki Machiya Trust, office




