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“Enemies” become friends—designing education activities that build understanding and positive attitudes among A AN 223k REBEEniEASEN I KN TMHE
migrant students and Thai students O TR/ H 5 9 OHE B OF &Y bR R alk g "
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Towards Education that Emphasizes BEEEE AL RS R R R N SR
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Today we live in a multicultural society. Thailand is no ex- As shown in the pictures below, in addition to Thai flag, the 5 é ’C: ﬁ’,g ;% 7"% 5 % 2)) E E # Z EE % l; '3; ’:‘1;
ception. Thailand has been a home for people of several ethnicities for teacher presented to the class Burmese flag, and searched the internet
a long time. Recently, the migration into Thailand of workers from for Karen flag and Mon flag. Surprisingly, this was the first time for
neighboring countries, namely Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos, adds many Mon and Karen students to see their flags. After that, the teacher % /0 7: v ?: F §_ e i {; "C\ ;)\ lii\ E‘ ;ﬁ f:a ]jj ?E;:
0 9] i Z Z [
to the pool of cultural diversity. At present, data show that there are asked the students to draw Thai flag and the flag of their ethnicities. OE) E 5 3% % ° i H T ',i_" < ?? mLEE DL E D
over three million migrant workers in Thailand. Among these, ap- We did similar thing with national anthem, language and %é‘g _5 i %‘% f 5 Zf 7;3 % % % g < é t: Ci\ ﬁ % JZ):
= = -
proximately 300,000 of them are children. In July 2005, through the food; the teacher asked students to share their anthems, the greeting »n §f D I 2 ?C % 1’9 L ]’5’;% % aJ % Z %’)\ £ 9
cabinet resolution, Thai government allowed children of migrant phrases in their language and the food they eat at home. By doing so, /yf % % ;) % 1k 0<) /7f 2—2 g %\ & g j; Og % M (“2
A
workers as well as all stateless children, to attend Thai public schools not only that migrant students and Thai students exchanged knowl- © b L % < © ‘ 7.1~ {__["C3 Wb K m z & < z{)ﬁ A
B . ‘ : . . . . woE S & ([ D W T D D E D v
for free. This cabinet resolution allows all children to receive basic edge and cultures but it also enable migrant students to know their » L " ? S > A E _%l] £ o i "C“ C £ fgf% %
education for twelve years (to high school level) regardless of their roots—their own cultures—as many of them were born in Thailand ?: 7‘2‘6 5 3 i/i W | 7}’2 ik ;/ ~N T D . o v _; |
parents’ legal status in Thailand. However, years after the policy took and some of them have never been back to their home country. {% z E % f‘ ;f] %i% ; ) ;C\ %)\ g % é % W Z}
effect, many problems ensue. Data from my previous research show In another school, in 5th grade Art class, in the unit about DD < i 3 5 ftz % % R ) :C )
. , o , . ‘ . % ook BwicE S AN b L BT
that the misunderstanding and hostile relationship between Thai stu- ‘Art and Cultures” which talks about the influence of environment B &K D < » & 5 g ¥ §HF F Wiz b v A I=)
dents and migrant students is one among the problems. and culture on art, I worked with the teacher to plan for the activity. In %k D T = E oMLY B A h T oKL o
° o mons e proven | ’ P ! 78 % Al AP0 b Ao E T
This research project aims to reduce prejudice among mi- this school, approximately 10 percent of students are children of hill L 72 & b 1 72 5 & I 5 4 = B UL &
grant students and Thai students who enroll in Thai public schools and tribes who migrated from the north to work in the province. The
develop positive attitudes among them. In this project I work with teacher asked hill tribes students to bring their traditional dresses to . =
teachers and administrators in three schools in Samut Sakorn prov- school and wear them in class. According to the teacher, these hill (4) \7:"\ [;E ;E' < QEI: # X A é PBHERZELCTEHBELT
~ 8 > Camy P @ BEIMS I XHICKELHLLIKE
ince, where a large number of migrant workers reside, to design edu- tribe students were shy to present or to wear their dresses to the whole QULERKRDIFE Y BEREEER A ANBED %} ;&( 7: 72 ;?F 75: % GE) 7%3‘ ﬂé E% ? 50% % % ;_:Z E l‘a‘ % Gj
cation activities that enable migrant students and Thai students to class. Thus, we changed the plan by having Thai students wear the R75#, @F<DREFZDERETEHRNTZED ZEK ~ ) ﬁ' AATH T D E =5 hEKRE
interact and reduce racial and ethnic tensions and then develop posi- dresses while hill tribe students described the meaning of the decora- RERH TRz, O 1 TIRERE /M <BIIL 55 7’; % 27 L ]\\ S H ‘J,: n»y oo d A ER
ive atfi , _ , _ LET. BREDETRESTIN? @FEL Rl T 5y ETTHB I KA KD I 2R
tive attitudes. tion and colors of the dresses to their peers. Students’ reflection of the I HSRLHEE 713 i L — B ] L RICEAN-ZELL L 20
THl- - Z ) = = ., N S
Up until present, I worked with teachers to create lesson activities is positive: migrant students expressed pride and joy of shar- oo 25) /|\° ? ? E. ?A ; f“s 7:“,' ? ; fj): ?E) % % ?)) f‘a Tfh ?
plans and classroom activities that serve the purposes of this research ing their cultures to the class. ‘: Zivet pai.l’tsh ?Cf Qltll tri :Jes :nd Tha@i :g‘c_ ‘9‘/ §_ % féz 3 % Z %‘ ;: % ;i; 3 fb: |= 7%/ }% ;)
fect T f the schools, 90 t of the student B , . . . students wi raditional costumes. o y = Z I fl 3T ) "C\ DTz
project. in one oL Ehie schioo’s, 5 percentt of The students are Srirmese In the borderless world like today, education that empha For some students it was the first time I j|— CH o LR wk SR T L T%H
Mon and Karen and only 10 percent of students are Thais. Thus, in 1st sizes the acceptance and respect of cultural diversity should replace to see their flags. ® In Thailand we % / b At e h 5 o % °F s & T
i = > S e =
grade social studies class, in the unit that talks about “Symbols of Thai- the education of nationalist policy that created the binary “us” and stand up when we hear the national 7/_13 FE ;)5( 2 % 3:3\ _;Si t{ % ﬁ % 0%) % ;\ J”'E'l é j;
land” which comprises Thai national flag, national anthem, Thai lan- “them” notion. anthem. HQW abou.t In your country? I £ f= - ;& < CHBIETRZERE?®.
@ Group picture with the teacher and T 3 Iz It B I 455 0 o5 Yo b B E T E
guage and Thai food, we decided to add the elements of students’ the whole class % g }: E™ L_\‘ S B 7 K w W 3 T D D = 13
" 2 i CN - ] o ;
cultures--flags, national anthems, food, languages--into lesson plans. i > W7 % U b ) T & B 2 §5f B T #
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